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From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

Greetings: 
As my first year as North Carolina 

Council of Chapters president ends, I’m ex-
periencing many feelings about what these 
past 12 months have meant to me personally, 
as well as what I hope has been a “value 
added” outcome for each of our sixteen 
MOAA chapters.  I can state, unequivocally, 
that it has been an honor to be your president 
and to serve as the representative of our 
Council at the many functions and activities 
I’ve attended in 2016.  I look forward to 
2017 with an even greater feeling of excite-
ment and anticipation as I think there is so 
much more in store for our efforts.   

Right from the top, however, I want to 
share a concern as to what I think is an ur-
gent need regarding all our chapter’s on-
going efforts to increase membership.  I’ve 
noted in my analyses of quarterly reports 
sent in by chapters that our numbers have 
been decreasing since 2012.  Of course, it 
should be noted that despite the almost 
89,000 +/- veterans living in North Carolina 
- not all of which are officers -  chapter 
membership only accounts for ~2000 per-
sons.  We must do more to encourage retir-
ees and actively serving members to join us 
in getting the important work of MOAA 
done for ALL service personnel.  In recent 
years, we’ve seen the efforts by Congress to 
weaken many entitlements promised to mili-
tary personnel signing on to “support and 

defend” our nation.  To combat this trend, we 
must stay strong, stay informed and stay 
committed in our unified response to the 
legislative alerts which result in many hun-
dreds of thousands of e-mails, post cards and 
other types of communication to be sent to 
elected officials who are swayed by the pow-
erful lobbying efforts that come through 
strength in numbers.  Question:  What if 
MOAA’s 390,000 membership were to dou-
ble?  Think of the possibilities!  It can’t be 
the cost – annual dues are $40/year for 
MOAA, and about $20/year for chapter 
membership.  That’s only $5/month!  A very 
small price to pay for helping ensure that the 
politicians in Washington – fewer and fewer 
who’ve ever worn the uniform – keep the 
promise, especially to our active duty per-
sonnel, many of whom don’t even know 
what they may stand to lose for their sacrific-
es.  To that end, “Never Stop Serving!” 
     Now, I want to summarize what this year 

has meant for me…back in January, 
President Ron Morgan and the Charlotte-
Metrolina Chapter hosted the 1st quarterly 
meeting wherein I was grateful for the 
reception by everyone, including retired 
USAF Col. Brian Anderson, MOAA’s 
Deputy Director, Council and Chapter 
Affairs who presided over the installation 
ceremony as COL Jeri Graham “passed me 
the torch!”  It was a special evening as Jeri 
also acknowledged so many 
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

of our Chapter’s officers and board members for their 

work during her two-year tenure. 
       In that same vein, I was equally pleased to 
acknowledge and welcome the dedication pledged by 
the incoming slate of officers and board members…I 
truly believe that each of us are doing such important 
work as we strive to carry MOAA’s message forward 
to the 2000+ members in our state, who some would 
say is the “most military friendly state in the country.” 
I agree.  Once again, “Never Stop Serving!” 

I crisscrossed North Carolina many times over 
since January…the 2nd quarterly council meeting, host-
ed by President Al DelGarbino’s First in Flight Chap-
ter, was a wonderful South Seas experience at which 
our guest speaker was MOAA’s Deputy Director for 
Government Relations, retired USN CDR Rene Cam-
pos.  In August, President Bob Gibbard and the High 
Country Chapter held an outstanding gathering in 
Blowing Rock, NC.  The MOAA guest speaker on that 
occasion was MOAA’s Director of Member Products 
and Services, retired USA Col. Cheri Zadlo.  To close 
out 2016, COL Joe Cansler’s Catawba Valley Chapter 
recently held our 4th quarterly meeting at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel in Hickory, NC.  Coming close on the 
heels of the Presidential Election, the Caldwell County 
Men’s Chorale entertained our Friday evening buffet 
with classic patriotic hymns and several more contem-
porary selections.  With every meeting, I sense the 
strong support of MOAA, the camaraderie of chapter 
members in attendance who mingle with our officers 
and board members, and can feel the energy shared at 
the follow-on business meetings.   

As much as quarterly meetings mean for getting 
the important work done with the support of our offic-
ers and board, I also find myself becoming totally im-
mersed in the plethora of other Council and various 
veteran’s groups around the state.  When I first as-
sumed the role as president, I told Jeri about my con-
cern for getting from the safety of my little Ashe 
County corner of North Carolina to the many meetings 
that come with the job.  After getting up to speed, 
however, I found that to miss even one, was to miss 
the opportunity to hopefully “make a difference” in 
support to our veterans.  In addition to “Storming the 
Hill” in Washington, DC in April of this year, there 
was the opportunity to attend the NC ”Legislative 
Day” in Raleigh, NC in May.  The NC team who I 
joined in DC consisted of COL Mike Rogers, MOAA 
Board member and Erica Parra, MOAA Currently 
Serving Spouse Advisory Committee.  In one eight-
hour day, we covered 7.25 miles on the Hill meeting 
with 13 of our 15 NC senators and congressional rep-
resentatives.  I look forward to the 2017 “Storming” 

and pressing the important MOAA issues to each of 
them again since all were re-elected in the just com-
pleted election cycle.  I truly believe 2017 will be a 
banner year in getting many important initiatives that 
support our military will be enacted by the new Con-
gress.  So, stand by!  And remember, “Never Stop 
Serving!” 

In addition to the legislature, there is the “alphabet 
soup” of many other veteran’s activities, to include the 
North Carolina Veterans Council (NCVC), Federal 
Retiree Task Force (FRTF), the Veterans Affairs Com-
mission Advisory Committee (VACAF, I think), the 
4th Branch (don’t know if they sport an acronym), and 
the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) for whom I 
volunteer as a driver to take Ashe County veterans to 
their VA appointments.  Did I mention, “Never Stop 
Serving?” 

Finally, as NCCOC President, I’m charged to con-
nect with as many of our chapters each year, at least 
50%...to that end, I’m proud to say that I’m ahead of 
the curve!  It has been my honor to attend regular 
chapter meetings for the Triangle Chaper in Raleigh, 
Piedmont Osborne in Greensboro, Central Carolina in 
Salisbury, Eastern Carolina in Goldsboro, Tarheel 
Central in Winston Salem, High Country in Boone (not 
too difficult), and most recently Western Carolina in 
Hendersonville.  Coupled with the quarterly meetings, 
that gets me to eleven, so I look forward to getting to 
the final five as early as possible in 2017.  What is 
clear to me is that with each of our chapters, there are 
so many energetic and enthusiastic MOAA life mem-
bers heading up programs that not only resonate with 
the imprimatur to “Never Stop Serving,” but also make 
a tremendous difference in their respective communi-
ties with unwavering support to all veterans – not just 
retirees – but currently serving service members, 
Guard and Reserve and surviving spouses, too. 

One way I know that our efforts are being recog-
nized is my attendance at MOAA’s annual meeting 
where more than 30 councils and 160 chapters re-
ceived 4- and 5- star Levels of Excellence streamers.  
Considering that our council and 11 of our 16 chapters 
received awards in the annual Col. Marvin J. Harris 
Communication competition, it was no surprise, there-
fore, that North Carolina earned 12 total streamers for 
being considered by national MOAA as “the very best 
(five-star) and above-average (four-star) councils and 
chapters” in the association.  It is sometimes said that 
programs shouldn’t only be about awards or that too 
much emphasis is placed on such efforts, but I’m con-
vinced that having senior leadership recognizing us all 
is just one way of complimenting the work and many 
innovative ways in which we, once again, strive to 
“Never Stop Serving!”



Page 3 Volume  XXI November 2016

President’s Message (continued from page 2) 

In closing, I want to share how I’ve been on a cam-
paign over the last several months talking about a film – 
“Hacksaw Ridge” – that some of you have already 
seen, perhaps as part of a group attending a focus show-
ing even before the national release of the Mel Gibson 
directed blockbuster on November 4th.  The film has 
received international acclaim for its realistic depiction 
of war, but more so for its portrayal of the life of Medal 
of Honor recipient, and conscientious objector, Des-
mond T. Doss.  To learn more about this epic film, I 

invite you to link to the NCCOC website at http://
www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?
thiscat=_journal&item=1477508517 and read about the 
dedication of a remarkable individual for his family, his 
country, his fellow servicemen and his God.  It is a film 
that Mel Gibson calls a “love story” that you will not 
forget! 

Oh, and remember, “Never Stop Serving!” 

North Carolina Legislative Activities:  2016 

NC LEGISLATIVE SESSION - 2016C 

 H5 – Military Veterans Special Plate – passed.
 H114 – Bailey/Patton – not considered.
 H256 – Handicapped Parking/Veterans Plate –

passed.
 H842 – Medicaid Waiver Protections/Military 

Families – presentation to Secretary of State.
 H860 – Limit Soldiers Community College Tuition –

has been heard in committee.  No results.
 S105 – Act to require information on Veteran Tax returns.

http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_journal&item=1477508517
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_journal&item=1477508517
http://www.moaa-nc.org/detail.php?thiscat=_journal&item=1477508517
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HACKSAW RIDGE 

Great reports from MOAA members around the country on this movie now 

playing in many theaters.  The battle scenes are from the Battle for Okinawa in 

World War II.  Check your local theater…  Editor 
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First Quarterly Meeting Information 

Piedmont Chapter of MOAA November 12, 2016 

To:  Members of the North Carolina Council of Chapters 

Subject:  Information for 17-18 March 2017 North Carolina Council of Chapters Meeting 

The Piedmont Chapter of MOAA is pleased to host the 1st quarter NCCOC meeting on Friday 
and Saturday, 17 and 18 March 2017. The Friday night dinner will be held at the Kress Terrace, 
212 S. Elm Street, Greensboro, NC. Directions to the venue are on the reservation form.   

Friday evening will be a dinner buffet at 7 p.m. with a social hour starting at 6 p.m. Price is $26 
per person.  The guest speaker and entertainment will be announced at a later date. The Win-
gate van is available for up to 12 people to and from the Kress Terrace. Please complete the 
attached form for dinner reservations and mail prior to 14 March 2017.   

The March 18 Saturday morning trip is a special guided tour of the Greensboro Historical Muse-
um.  The “Voices of the City” tour will begin at 10 a.m., last for an hour, and conclude with a 
few minutes in the gift shop; we should return to the hotel about 11:30 a.m. Spouses will as-
semble in the hotel lobby at 9:30 a.m., and the Wingate van will take spouses/guests to and 
from the museum for our tour.  If there are more than 12 people, then carpool arrangements 
will be made.       

The Saturday morning NCCOC business meeting will be held in the Magnolia Room at the Win-
gate hotel starting at 8:30 AM.   

Hotel reservations may be made at the Wingate by Wyndham Hotel, 6007 Landmark Center 
Blvd., Greensboro, NC 27407. The government room rate per room, king or 2 queen beds, is $ 
100.00 per night. A block of rooms has been set aside for Friday March 17th and accommoda-
tions may be made for coming in Thursday or staying over through Saturday night. Included are 
a full hot breakfast, free parking and free use of hotel computers and printers. Check in time is 
3 PM, check out time is noon. Ask for MOAA rate when booking. Cutoff date is 72 hours prior. 
Phone 336-854-8610 to make reservations.  

Best regards,   
Lee F. Richmond   
Piedmont Chapter MOAA President    
336-254-1456 leefrich@northstate.net 
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Dinner Reservation Form 
1st Quarterly NCCOC Meeting 

Friday,  March 17, 2016 

Piedmont Chapter of MOAA Reservation Form 

Event:   1st Quarter NCCOC Dinner Meeting Date:   Fr iday, March 17, 
2017 

Time:  6:00 Social   7:00 Dinner Location:  The Kress Ter race, a venue 
which is at the top of the Kress Building, 212 S. Elm Street, Greensboro, NC. 
Please join us for the 1st quarter NCCOC and Piedmont Chapter dinner meet-
ing.  Enjoy a delicious catered buffet:  chicken, beef item, salad, green beans, 
mashed potatoes, rolls, coffee, tea, lemonade, and a dessert medley.   

Cost:  $26.00 per person.  Drinks from the bar will be on your tab. 

Directions:  Go to the Greene Street Parking Deck in downtown Greensbo-
ro.  In the garage, follow signs going up to S.H. Kress Building—to the top of 
the garage, start back down and mid-way of the next level down, turn right into 
Level F, which is not reachable on the way up.  This may seem tricky but you 
go up and then down to turn into Level F.  On Level F, a Kress Terrace sign in-
dicates a pedestrian bridge entrance. MOAA signs will be posted.   

Name_________________________________Chapter__________________ 

Name of spouse/guest(s)__________________________________________ 

Email address________________________________ Phone #____________ 

Number of  buffets____________ x   $26.00 =__________________  

Name of person attending Sat. a.m. (10:00-11:30) Greensboro Historical Muse-
um Tour ________________________________________________________ 

Make check out to Piedmont Chapter of MOAA and mail to Lee F. Richmond, 
601 Tangle Drive, Jamestown, NC 27282.  

Best regards,  Lee F. Richmond, Lt Col  USAF Ret.  President, Piedmont 
Chapter   leefrich@northstate.net  336-254-1456 (cell)  
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1st Quarter NCCOC Meeting—Dinner Site Photos 

Dinner at the Kress Terrace 
(Top of the Kress Building) 

212 S. Elm Street 
Greensboro, NC 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

Parking: 

In the Kress Garage 
(See Instructions in  
Reservation Form) 



North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

113 S. Milford Drive 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

Address Correction Requested 

      Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published four to six times per year.  A current issue 
of the newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chap-
ters website, www.moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this news-
letter by e-mail may do so by contacting us using the “Contact Us” link 
on the website, www.moaa-nc.org/contact.php.  
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